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MP action offers hope to thousands diagnosed with lobular breast cancer. 

More than 1/3 of all MPs (over 220 MPs) have rallied together to call on the Government to fund a 
£20 million five-year research project into the second most common form of breast cancer - Lobular 
Breast Cancer. 
 
The proposed research project would take place at The Institute of Cancer Research in London and is 
called the Lobular Moon Shot Project – lobularmoonshot.org 
 
This united front from MPs is a result of months of campaigning by the Lobular Moon Shot Project, 
headed up by Dr Susan Michaelis, who herself has stage 4 incurable lobular breast cancer. Despite 
being the 2nd most common form of breast cancer, lobular breast cancer still lacks a specific 
treatment, and in the research field it is often described as the ‘forgotten cancer’. 
 
Dr Michaelis said: 
  
“This is a big milestone for us and for those everywhere diagnosed with lobular. One thousand people 
globally are diagnosed everyday, and generally at a later stage because lobular is frequently missed on 
mammograms, especially with denser breasts. Even though researchers already acknowledge that 
lobular (breast cancer) behaves differently to ductal breast cancer, to really understand the distinct 
biology of lobular, and to provide targeted therapies, there needs to be an intensive research project 
and that’s what we are proposing. To have the backing of more than 220 MPs demonstrates the 
seriousness and urgency of the issue.” 
 
Dehanna Davison MP and Sir Jeremy Quin MP, the first 2 MPs to support the Lobular Moon Shot 
Project in 2023 stated: 
 
“With over 220 MPs now backing the pledge to see funding for vital research, there has never been a 
more crucial time to ensure that those with lobular cancer get the early diagnosis and effective 
treatment needed to save their lives.” 
 
With funding The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) could help resolve this. In the words of their top 
scientist in the documentary film “My Journey with Lobular” (available on our website), Professor 
Chris Lord of ICR stated: "When the scientific community needed it to move extremely fast with the 
development of Covid vaccines, in the clinical trials, we moved incredibly fast. We need to have that 
similar kind of approach in terms of philosophy around lobular breast cancer” and "All of those things 
are achievable, they're just a matter of getting the money and doing the work. I'm quietly confident 
that we can get there, but I know what those barriers are in place. This is not an insignificant 
challenge, but it is fundamentally a financial challenge.” 
 
My story: I was diagnosed with this type of breast cancer in 2013 and of course had never heard of it. 
Nobody is aware of it almost. 
 
After a double mastectomy and radiotherapy, I was put on further treatment. However, I quickly 
learnt that my breast cancer, invasive lobular breast cancer (ILC) had not been seen on years of 
mammogram and ultrasound screening and surgery showed that it was identified at a more advanced 
stage - 7cm of ILC. I soon learnt that it is typical for lobular as it generally does not form an obvious 
lump like the main type of breast cancer does. This is because the cancer cells form single file, like a 
spider’s web and are therefore difficult to see on imaging. Additionally, I learnt that lobular does not 
have its own ’specific’ treatment. It has been mostly ignored by the research and funding, yet it has 
been known since the mid 70’s to behave very differently to the main type of breast cancer. Lobular is 



not a rare cancer; it is diagnosed in 8500 people annually in the UK. It is more common than many 
other types of cancer which have had a greater research focus. 
 
I have had 2 recurrences, with the 2nd one in 2021 showing that the lobular cancer cells had 
metastasised to my bones in my spine, pelvis and now my skin and around my eyes. There is no cure 
for me. I feel very let down as I realise lobular is not afforded early diagnosis; I was not given 
treatments based on science ‘specific' to lobular breast cancer, as it does not exist and until recently 
been forgotten. Since I was first diagnosed, another 120,000+ people in the UK have also been 
diagnosed with lobular breast cancer. 
 
What am I and others doing about this? 
My husband and I set up the Lobular Moon Shot Project (LMSP) (lobularmoonshot.org) in 2023. A 
year on we are supported by so many people, many with lobular who, like us, want solutions. See 
more: lobularmoonshot.org  
 
Many supporters have been diagnosed with ILC and their friends and families have joined our 
initiative. They too realise the need for change. The funding we require is £20,000,000 over 5 years, 
to enable the Institute of Cancer Research (ICR, London) to undertake this research for us. 
 
 
Aims:  
To get funding to enable research to be undertaken to develop ‘specific' treatments for ILC 
awareness.  
 
Recent results: 
1. We have raised over £75,000 so far by community fundraising for the Institute of Cancer Research 
in London. 
 
2. Over 200 MPs from every political party in the UK, have pledged their support to our campaign and 
want the Government to fund the research. You can see who they are here:  
 
https://www.lobularmoonshot.org/supporters  
 
3. Two MPs have taken the lead to call for government funding for this ‘forgotten’ type of breast 
cancer: Dehenna Davison MP and Sir Jeremy Quin MP, with the latter being my MP in Horsham. 
 
4. I met the Health Secretary along with another more recently diagnosed wonderful lady, Katie 
Swinburne (MP Dehenna Davison). We told her why we were doing this campaign and what we need. 
(See attached below). She heard our message we believe. 
 
5. The Health Secretary has since added lobular breast cancer to her women's health strategy 
priorities 2024 on 17.1.24 See: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/womens-health-strategy-priorities-secretary-of-state-
speech?  
 
6. Questions continue to be raised in the Commons by Sir Jeremy Quin MP and Dehenna Davison MP, 
who are both championing our cause. 
https://www.facebook.com/tristan.loraine/videos/2091169017919184?idorvanity=87923631646391
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7. We met with the Chancellor in December 2023, who was left perplexed why this type of research 
had not been funded, as he provided money for exactly these purposes. We now understand why this 
funding has not taken place. 
 



8. We had a meeting with the Health Minister (Andrew Stephenson) on 28/2/24 with the above 2 
MPs. He confirmed that resolving the issue was the top priority. 
 
9. We had a meeting with the Science Minister (Andrew Griffith) on 25/3/24 with the above 2 MPs. 
He has asked to see a detailed research proposal from The Institute of Cancer Research (ICR). 
 
10. We made the first ever feature length documentary about the disease, a 1-hour documentary 
called ‘My Journey With Lobular’ and a short film called ‘Eve Groves’ which you can see here: 
lobularmoonshot.org/films 
 
It is very hard to hear the constant barrage of calls for early cancer diagnosis when this does not work 
for us with lobular; it is even harder knowing that we are not provided with treatments specific for 
this type of breast cancer. 
 
Please let me know if my story and what we are doing is of interest to you. I would be happy to 
answer any questions and of course there are many lobular ladies who are working with us who 
would also be willing to chat to you. Katie Swinburne as mentioned above, asked Dehenna Davison 
MP to join her on one of her 1 mile a day walks, whilst undertaking the 112 days of chemotherapy 
treatment last year. We are hoping that the government will fund this project, however until they sign 
the cheque - we live in hope. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Susan 
 
Susan Michaelis BCA (hon), PhD, ATPL 
Founder 
Lobular Moon Shot Project 
office@lobularmoonshot.org 
lobularmoonshot.org 
07880 554 551 

 

 
 

 
(Notes to editors: we have numerous lobular ladies’ available for interview and photos of our journey - 
available upon request). 

 


