
Invasive Lobular Breast 
Cancer (ILC):  
Lobular Moon Shot Project 

 
I am writing to you as one of your constituents 
to draw your attention to a matter of personal 
concern to me. 
 
Invasive Lobular Breast Cancer was first 
discovered in 1941 and is more common in 
women than ovarian, brain, kidney, pancreatic 
and liver cancer, yet has no specific treatment. 
(Cancer registrations statistics, England - NHS 
England Digital). 
 

 

The Lobular Moon Shot Project (LMSP) is partnering with the world-leading Manchester 
Breast Centre (MBC). Together we are working to unlock the initial £20 million research 
funding to establish a UK-led collaborative approach to address the unmet clinical need 
of Invasive Lobular Breast Cancer (ILC).  
 
Over 430 MPs from all parties have now pledged their support to the Lobular Moon Shot 
Project. I am writing to ask that you join them.  
 
 
What is Invasive Lobular Breast Cancer (ILC)? 
 

• ILC is the second most common type of breast cancer in the world and is not a 
rare cancer with over 8,500 diagnoses annually in the UK alone.  

• ILC is a distinct disease with a different genetic, histology and biology to other 
breast cancers. (Batra et al., 2023) 

• ILC does not always present with recognised breast cancer symptoms and is often 
missed on mammograms and ultrasounds.  

• ILC is frequently diagnosed later, at a more advanced stage and has higher rates 
of recurrence and worse overall survival than the main type of breast cancer 
(Oesterreich et al. 2022) 

• ILC has not been designated a research funding priority and patients are often 
excluded from trials.  

• ILC has no specific treatment. 

• ILC is an unmet clinical need. 
 
 
Campaign update 
 

• Since the new Parliament over 430 MPs have pledged their support. This is over 
50% of MPs. This the link to the full list of MP supporters:  
https://www.lobularmoonshot.org/supporters 

• Public donations now stand at around £150,000.   

• Manchester Breast Centre is using these funds to recruit a new dedicated research 
position and to leverage additional funding.   

• Helen Hayes secured a Parliamentary debate on ILBC in December 2024. (1) 

• A documentary film ‘Our journey with lobular breast cancer’ is available on request. 

https://www.lobularmoonshot.org/supporters


 
 

I am asking you to show your support for the Lobular Moon Shot Project by: 

 

• Emailing your pledge to office@lobularmoonshot.org.  They will add your name to 
the public list (https://www.lobularmoonshot.org/supporters)  

• Meeting with me and other constituents raising this issue with you.   

• Meeting with one of the lead cross-party MPs supporting the Project (including 
Helen Hayes, Helen Grant, John Milne and Victoria Atkins).   

• Contacting Wes Streeting as Health Secretary to ask that he honour the £20 million 
funding commitment of his predecessor, as part her 2024 Women’s Health 
Strategy. (http://www.breastcentre.manchester.ac.uk/)   

 
 
More information at: 
 
lobularmoonshot.org 
 
I look forward to hearing from you confirming the actions you have taken. 
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